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ORIGIN COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 /018R 

DRAFTED BY COM/OED/MEPD/JLSMITH/MJJ 
APPROVED BY EB/OC A/REP/I .ART TF.FORTH 
COM/OED/MEPD/MWELLS, DEP. DIR. 

COM/BIC/OIM (INFO) 

128509 

R 222236Z APR 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY QUITO 
INFO AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 

UNCLAS STATE 092547 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, EC 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: ESMERALDAS PORT 

REF: QUITO'S 1980 

1. MAJOR U.S. DREDGING COMPANY, C.F. BEAN, IS INTERESTED 

IN MAKING PROPOSAL ON QUAYAQUIL PORT AND HAS BEEN IN TOUCH 
WITH PALMER AND BAKER AND MEPD ON THIS SUBJECT FOR SOME 
TIME. FOR THIS REASON, FIRM FOUND REPORT ON ESMERALDAS 
QUITE INTERESTING BUT WOULD APPRECIATE CLARIFICATION OF 
DREDGING SITUATION. REFTEL INDICATES: "CONSTRUCTION WORK 
HAS BEEN DIVIDED INTO TWO STAGES. FIRST STAGE INVOLVES 
DREDGING.. .AND CEPA HAS BEEN CONTRACTED FOR THIS PURPOSE." 
WOULD BE INTERESTED LEARN WHETHER CEPA IS CARRYING OUT 
DREDGING OPERATIONS ITSELF, HAS CONTRACTED FOR SOMEONE 
ELSE TO DO THE WORK (BATIGNOLLE AGAIN?), OR WHETHER IT 
WOULD ENTERTAIN PROPOSAL FROM BEAN. 

2. ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION PARTICULARLY USEFUL SINCE 
EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL USED FOR DREDGING ESMERALDAS 
MIGHT BE TRANSFERRED TO GUAYAQUIL AT COST THAT WOULD 
PRECLUDE COMPETITIVE OFFERS FROM FIRMS NOT ALREADY 
OPERATING IN ECUADOR. KISSINGER 
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